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Introduction
It's R

evolution or D
eath is a three-part video series 

im
agined by anarchist author P

eter G
elderloos and 

brought to life by the anarchist video collective 
subM

edia. W
hether consum

ed in three easily digestible 
servings, or a single m

ovie-length sitting, It's R
evolution 

or D
eath is designed to be w

atched in groups, and to 
serve as a tool for initiating hard conversations. T

he 
series exposes the m

yths perpetuated by states and 
greenw

ashing corporations, shines a light on 
m

ovem
ents around the w

orld resisting ecocidal 
industrial capitalist projects, and provides view

ers w
ith a 

fram
ew

ork for fighting back and getting prepared for the 
clim

ate crisis in their ow
n com

m
unities. W

orking 
together, turning differences into com

plem
entary 

strengths, and creating diverse netw
orks w

orldw
ide 

gives us the best chance at building resilient 
com

m
unities capable of surviving the extrem

e w
eather 

events and food shortages that clim
ate change is 

already starting to throw
 our w

ay.

W
e're not offering a prescription. E

ach unique territory 
w

ill face a different set of challenges as the ecological 
crisis w

orsens, and our com
m

unities w
ill only becom

e 
stronger if w

e analyze these challenges and figure out 
the best w

ays to confront them
 head on. 

W
hat w

e can offer is a m
ethodology. B

ased on our 
collective experience and w

hat w
e know

 has already 
w

orked.

W
e hope that this series w

ill spark lively and m
eaningful 

discussions betw
een long-tim

e organizers and new
 

activists alike. N
o m

atter our levels of experience, w
e all 

bring w
ith us a unique set of skills to support our 

m
ovem

ents.

D
iscussion 

Q
uestions P

art 3

●
P

eter offers us 2 options: w
e can either act like a 

state or be a respectful m
em

ber of our ecosystem
. In 

w
hat w

ays do w
e find ourselves acting like a state? 

W
hat can w

e do to m
ove tow

ards becom
ing m

ore 
like a respectful m

em
ber of our ecosystem

?

●
W

ho are our allies? W
hich groups of people in our 

territory have sim
ilar goals to anarchists? C

an w
e 

build m
eaningful w

orking relationships w
ith them

?

●
W

hat is infrastructure in the revolutionary sense? 
W

hat anarchist infrastructure exists locally? W
hat 

w
ould w

e like to build?

●
A

re w
e connected to sim

ilar anarchist projects in 
other areas? H

ow
 can w

e build m
ore connections in 

the global w
eb of solidarity?

●
W

hat is the difference betw
een a political revolution 

and a social revolution? In w
hat w

ays can w
e stop 

replicating hierarchical organizations w
ithin our 

struggles?

●
W

hat is a rhizom
atic effect? W

hat can w
e do now

 to 
create conditions for our struggles to proliferate in 
the future?



U
rg

en
t S

u
g

g
e

stio
n

 #2: P
ick a P

roject of 
T

ransform
ative S

urvival

T
he hour is serio

usly late
. T

he sooner w
e get 

involved in organizing for survival, the better. If 
people in the te

rritories you reside in
 are 

already w
orking tow

ards sim
ilar goa

ls, it m
ay 

be better to join them
 than to try and

 build a 
m

ovem
e

nt from
 the ground up. S

om
e

tim
es w

e 
need to create new

 projects w
h

ere there is a 
need for them

 and people w
illing

 to get them
 

going. B
uilding

 our collective a
utono

m
y m

ay 
not appea

r to be dire
ctly related

 to our chances 
at surviving th

e clim
ate crises, but it is! A

ny 
tim

e w
e build our co

llective pow
er outside of 

the state and capital w
e build pow

er that is 
com

bative to th
e institutions that created this 

disaster, and that gives us the
 m

eans to survive 
it.U

rg
en

t S
u

g
g

e
stio

n
 #3: C

onnect yo
ur project 

to a revolutiona
ry w

e
b of solidarity 

T
he clim

ate crisis is a w
orld

w
id

e issue. W
e 

need to have a globa
l response. N

etw
orks of 

people o
rg

anizing around these issues exist all 
over around the w

orld. W
e need to

 build an 
international w

eb of solidarity a
nd the m

ore 
connections a w

eb has, the
 stronger it w

ill be.

A
bout P

eter 
G

elderloos

P
eter G

elderloos is an author and 
anarchist w

ith decades of 
experience w

riting and organizing 
around ecological issues and 
com

bating state repression. H
e w

as 
involved in protesting T

he S
chool of 

the A
m

ericas and the U
S

 invasions 
of A

fghanistan and Iraq, in anti-
police struggles, and in the 
squatter's m

ovem
ent and 15M

 
m

ovem
ent in C

atalonia. H
is w

ritings 
include H

ow
 N

onviolence P
rotects 

the S
tate (2005),  W

orshipping 
P

ow
er: A

n A
narchist V

iew
 of E

arly 
S

tate F
orm

ation (2017), and m
ost 

recently T
hey W

ill B
eat the M

em
ory 

O
ut of U

s: F
orcing N

onviolence on 
F

orgetful M
ovem

ents. (2024)



A
bout 

subM
edia

subM
edia is a digital m

edia collective 
w

ith m
em

bers spread across the stolen 
lands of the so-called A

m
ericas. F

irst 
established in 1994 as S

ubversive 
M

edia, over the decades w
e've grow

n 
from

 a hum
ble video projection

 outfit 
into one of the m

ost prolific producers of 
anarchist, anti-capitalist and anti-colonial 
propaganda in the w

orld. D
uring that tim

e 
w

e've produced hundreds of videos on 
everything from

 urban insurrectionary 
tactics to land-based m

utual aid projects. 
O

ur film
s have been screened in 

squatted social centres, university lecture 
halls, on the sides of barricades, and in 
m

ovie theatres around the w
orld. T

hey've 
also been w

atched by m
illions for free on 

the Internet.

P
art 3: R

eclaim
ing the 

W
orld W

herever W
e S

tand

T
he third and final installm

ent of the series seeks to 
bring the lessons learned in the first tw

o episodes hom
e. 

T
his segm

ent features an interview
 w

ith P
eter in w

hich 
he describes his experience w

orking to build 
transform

ative infrastructure in C
atalunya. 

N
ot all of us are so lucky to live near a large and 

organized m
ovem

ent like those described in part tw
o, 

and that’s ok. F
or us to be truly organized as a global 

com
m

unity, w
e need do w

ork w
herever w

e are. A
s N

eto 
rem

inds us in part tw
o, “W

e need to start from
 w

here 
w

e're standing and from
 a reality that w

e recognize.” 
T

here are no answ
ers, only strategies. T

his video seeks 
to provide guidance to anarchists just getting started 
organizing around the clim

ate crisis. D
ifferent strategies 

w
ork in different locales, social conditions and contexts. 

P
eter shares three urgent suggestions for those looking 

to organize around these issues:

U
rg

en
t S

u
g

g
estio

n
 #1: A

 com
plete and Total R

ejection 
of A

ll the Institutions R
esponsible for T

his D
isaster

R
elying on those responsible for this crisis to save us is 

the w
orst thing w

e can do. It's tim
e to act collectively 

outside of the state and capital's stranglehold over our 
lives to try to carve out spaces and netw

orks that w
ill 

give us the best possible chances of survival. R
elying 

on nonprofits, elections, or authoritarian left m
ovem

ents 
has failed tim

e and tim
e again. W

e cannot afford to 
continue to m

isplace our trust in institutions that w
ill not 

save us.



D
iscussion 

Q
uestions P

art 2
●

W
hat a

re
 som

e sim
ilaritie

s betw
een the 

struggles on W
et'suw

e
t'en territory, the Z

A
D

, 
and

 T
he Landless W

orkers' M
ovem

e
nt in 

north
ern B

razil? H
ow

 are they different?

●
W

hat w
ould have to happen to build a 

sim
ilar occupation in defense of the

 earth 
locally?

●
H

ow
 can w

e build from
 our current situ

ation? 

●
W

hat im
portant ecological space

s and 
resources exist nearby that w

e m
ight need 

to defend from
 extractive capitalism

 or urban 
for-profit developm

ent?

●
Isa

 talks about not forcing the other to 
becom

e like us. A
re there any group

s that 
are n

ot the sam
e ideologically w

ho
 could be 

w
orthw

hile a
llies in th

e strug
gles to com

e?

●
S

leydo' talks about having
 short, m

edium
, 

and
 long term

 goa
ls in

 the ecological 
struggle. W

hat are so
m

e go
als w

e can w
ork 

tow
ards in the territories w

e inhabit?

●
N

eto advises us to take an hone
st look at 

the te
rritory w

e inh
abit w

ithout projecting the 
experiences or desires w

e see in
 other 

territories. W
hat in

fra
structure for ecological 

struggle already exists locally? W
hat w

ould 
w

e like to see? W
ha

t w
ork should w

e 
prioritize to realize our goals?

P
art 1: S

hort Term
 

Investm
ents

T
he first installm

ent of the series takes 
a look at the push for green capitalism

, 
and questions the com

m
onsense 

assum
ptions of its cheerleaders. 

B
olstered by unw

avering, uncritical 
support from

 N
G

O
s, energy 

corporations portray them
selves as 

cutting edge innovators in green energy 
technology w

hile hedging their bets and 
m

aintaining diversified portfolios – 
packed w

ith fossil fuel investm
ents.

T
he effects of runaw

ay clim
ate change 

are already here. If the past 50 years of 
gaslighting have m

ade one thing 
abundantly clear, it's that the politicians 
and entrepreneurs leading the charge 
for green energy w

ill never prioritize the 
interests of life on earth in their pursuit 
of profits. S

o w
hat are w

e going to do 
about it?



●
W

hat are som
e of the ecological and social conditions 

in the territory w
e inhabit, and how

 w
ould w

e like to see 
those change? 

●
W

hat w
as T

he G
reat E

nclosure? In w
hat w

ays do 
capital and the state crim

inalize our relationship w
ith 

the ecosystem
 locally?

●
H

ow
 do previous ecocides in history com

pare to the 
current clim

ate crisis? W
hat's different about today's 

challenges?

●
W

hich effects of clim
ate change have w

e already 
started to see locally?

●
W

hich extrem
e w

eather events is our area prone to? 
D

o w
e know

 w
hat future clim

ate projections look like for 
this territory?

●
M

any needs, like housing, food, and healthcare, are 
excluded from

 the narrow
, m

ainstream
 focus on 

clim
ate. H

ow
 are they relevant to a thorough response 

to the crisis? W
hat groups in our area are w

orking on 
any pertinent issues?

●
D

o w
e foresee our local territory as one w

here w
e w

ill 
need to flee to survive as the clim

ate crisis w
orsens or 

are w
e in a territory people w

ill need to flee to? W
hat 

can our com
m

unities do to prepare for incom
ing 

clim
ate refugees?

D
iscussion 

Q
uestions P

art 1
P

art 2: H
eads U

p, the 
R

evolution is A
lready H

ere

S
tate and m

arket solutions to the ecological crisis have only 
increased the w

ealth and pow
er of those on top, w

hile 
greenhouse gas em

issions continue to rise. N
early all the experts 

and professionals are invested, literally, in a fram
ew

ork that is 
only m

aking things w
orse. W

ith so m
uch pow

er concentrated in 
the very institutions that suppress any realistic assessm

ent of the 
situation, things seem

 incredibly bleak. B
ut w

hat if w
e told you 

that there’s another w
ay? T

hat there are already people all 
around the w

orld im
plem

enting im
m

ediate, effective responses 
that can be integrated into long-term

 strategies to survive these 
overlapping, cascading crises?

W
e spoke w

ith three revolutionaries on the front lines resisting 
capitalist, colonial projects. S

leydo' from
 the G

idim
t'en clan of the 

W
et'suw

et'en nation, in so-called B
ritish C

olum
bia, Isa from

 the 
Z

A
D

 in the w
est of F

rance, and N
eto, a m

ilitant w
ith the Landless 

W
orkers' M

ovem
ent based in the northeast of so-called B

razil. 
T

hey share their experiences gained from
 years of building 

collective pow
er, defeating repression, and defending the E

arth 
for all its inhabitants and for the generations still to com

e.

T
hey share stories of solidarity spreading across a continent, of 

people abandoned to poverty and m
arginalization reclaim

ing 
land, restoring devastated forests, and feeding them

selves 
com

m
unally, stories of strangers com

ing together for their shared 
survival and a better future, going head to head w

ith m
ilitarized 

police forces and w
inning. A

nd in these stories w
e can hear 

things that are lacking alm
ost everyw

here else w
e look: optim

ism
 

alongside realism
, intelligent strategies for how

 w
e can survive, 

love and em
pathy for the w

orld around us and for the future 
generations, together w

ith the belief that w
e can do som

ething 
m

eaningful, som
ething that m

akes a difference. T
he joy of 

revolutionary transform
ation.

W
e learn about solutions. R

eal w
orld solutions. S

olutions outside 
of the control of capitalism

 and the state.


